Local community’s dependence on forest resources in the central Zagros forests of Iran
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Abstract
Central Zagros forests of Iran have covered 12 percent of the central Zagros area and contain more than half of Zagros plant species diversity. Forest dwellers in the central Zagros are heavily dependent on forests. This dependence has led Forest dwellers to livelihoods to a large extent through these areas. In this study, the dependence of local communities on forest resources in central Zagros forests of Iran has been studied. The approach used in this study was a quantitative description and analysis using semi-structured interviews. The Huber volume estimation relationship was used to estimate the volume of wood consumption. The results of the research showed that on average, every forest household uses 18.88 cubic meters of oak for 12 different uses. Of this amount, 54% is spent on fuel, and the rest (46%) is spent on non- fuel. There are also 21 plant species, 7 of which are for medicinal use and 14 for edible plants. Accordingly, the annual harvest of medicinal and edible herbs is 48.5 kg per household. Annual 40.14 kg of seed and forest fruits including oak, mastic, khinjuk, hawthorn and barberry are harvested. Also according to the results, there is a significant correlation between the level of dependence on forest resources and socioeconomic indicators such as age, education, job, household size, Residence status, income, cost, Forest farming, and livestock numbers.
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