
POLISH  PRESIDENCY OF THE EUROPEAN UNION IN  THE CONTEKST OF THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE COMMUNITY OF COUNTRIES OF THE WESTERN  BALKANS - POLITICAL AND ECONOMICAL ISSUES

Magdalena Ickiewicz-Sawicka PhD 


Poland 1 July 2011, will assume the presidency of the European Council, taking over six months, executives in the European Union. The priorities of this guidance consists of three points. The first concerns the development of the EU budget for the coming years, the second covers the Eastern Partnership, and the third concerns the Eurpopean’s enlargement to include countries located in the Western Balkans.


Poland should first of all, to actively support the Balkan countries aiming for full integration into Europe, becoming a real bridge between East and West, between the EU and Russia, the countries of the post-Soviet reality. Positive climate for EU enlargement towards the Balkans and support to the Polish government in this area, the Polish foreign policy creates the opportunity to achieve real political success, both in national and international context.


Poland could play the role of a real leader and promoter of the adoption of the EU: Croatia, Macedonia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. Their accession to the Community is far more likely than the adoption of the EU, Ukraine and Belarus. In addition, Poland maintains positive relations with all countries for the region and is considered a plausible partner. As an active promoter of the early entry of the Balkan countries into the EU would gain support and recognition of the international community. Especially since both countries to the EU and the U.S. is particularly keen to join the Balkan countries to the common European space. 
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Introduction

Stretched across Europe between East and West continues to dominate in the Polish foreign policy and diplomacy, and modern contemporary international relations strategy shows that this policy should proceed in multi-vestors and characterized by diversity. Accordingly, in Polish next dimension of international politics of East-West mandatory should arise, inter alia, the topic south, particularly the Balkans. Adoption of such a strategy in international relations would be very consistent with the guidelines set by the EU, which in the XXI century’s priority south direction.


So far, the Polish foreign policy in the Western Balkans were seen as a region of marginal importance, but this situation is beginning to change and slowly begins to Balkan politics to advance in the hierarchy of strategic priorities of the Polish presidency of the EU. Although the list of priorities of Polish presidency, the Western Balkans do not occupy a leading position is the very inclusion of this subject has a positive nature.


Poland 1 July 2011, will assume the presidency of the European Council, taking over six months, executives in the European Union. The priorities of this guidance consists of three main points. The first one concerns the development of the EU budget for the coming years, the second covers the Eastern Partnership, and the third concerns the Europeans Union’s enlargement to include countries located in the Western Balkans (Todorova, 2008, pp.251-301).


Generally, the involvement of the EU in the Balkans was the most active in the early nineties of the twentieth century in the peacekeeping missions, financial support and the enlargement process. West will not unreasonably concluded that the best and only guarantor of stability in the region is its integration with the EU. As a result, shares of the Balkan states strongly support all members of the Union, in contrast to the accession countries of Eastern Europe and Turcji. At the summit in Feira in 2000, the EU has recognized the Western Balkans countries (Albania, Bosnia, Croatia, Montenegro, Macedonia, Serbia) for its potential members, provided they meet the Copenhagen criteria. After the relative position of the Western Balkans is much stronger than Turkey or Ukraine (Balcer, Krawczyk, Wóycicki, 2009, pp.12).



The European Union towards the Western Balkans and Ukraine


EU countries have recognized that the existence of a huge belt of instability in the Balkan region would be a huge threat to her. Support of this thesis was the hasty adoption of the Community, Bulgaria and Romania, despite the many problems that faced the country. The belt of instability was interrupted in two parts. One of them concerns the situation in Russia, Belarus and Ukraine, while the other problems in Kosovo, Serbia, Macedonia and Bosnia and Herzegovina.


EU activity in the Western Balkans is far greater than in the East and will be increased. Balkans, until stabilization, will represent a kind of competition for the European Union’s involvement in Eastern Europe, because the prospect of Ukraine’s accession to the Community shall be extended until at least 2030.


Ukraine’s eventual membership in both NATO and the EU is not a common political interest in the U.S., EU and Russia. Ukraine is unlikely to come to these structures (at least for the next decade), and will remain in the Russian sphere of influence. The chance to integrate with the West, as outlined before the Ukraine in 2005 was just a mirage. In fact, the country she never got, because neither the EU nor the U.S. nor Turkey does not depend on the acquisition, because it appears only as a buffer between Europe, Turkey and Russia.


Both the EU and the United States effectively avoid the political confrontation with Russia, which traditionally sees Ukraine as its sphere of influence. Attitude of most EU member states and Turkey to Russia aptly summed up the American political scientist Walter Russell Mead:”The real interests of the United states and Russia, despite appearances, are broadly consistent with each other. Both countries want to stabilize the geopolitical, in East Asia and Western Europe, do not like terrorism and the fear of religious fanatics. Russia wants to have a veto right in matters of foreign policy toward Ukraine - America is not able to send her the right answer and should deal with it „. (Kaczorowski, 2010, pp. 4).


Summarizing the above considerations it should be noted that the strategic partnership Polish and Ukraine (Kaczorowski, 2010, pp. 2-4) is certainly possible, but in the long term. Poland should continue to support the country in pursuit of a common Europe, but only when there is such a real chance. Currently, the chance that the international economic climate is not. If he appears in the future, Poland should be involved in it. The key to achieving this goal may be to intensify operations in the Balkan.


An addition, positive actions of Polish diplomacy in Eastern Europe, largely depend on developments in the Balkans. Without a clear success in this field, progress in the integration of countries into the EU Eastern Partnership will be much more difficult. Poland should support the initiative of the Balkans, and thus open the way to European integration of countries of the Eastern Partnership.


Nevertheless, the Balkan countries are a priority, EU integration and enlargement will be directed to the southeast. Such a scenario should mobilize the Polish government to become more involved in the Balkan themes. Therefore, Poland should not be seen solely instrumental dimension of the South through the prism of its eastern policy. It is also worth noting that the integration of western Balkan countries will not be an easy process for the EU and become a serious challenge for the Common Foreign and Security Policy.


Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) is inextricably linked with the Western Balkans. This initiative is a litmus test of the European dimension of security in this part of Europe. Any failure would be a disaster in the Balkans throughout the CSDP. Two-thirds of soldiers, policemen, judges and officials of the EU is currently involved in missions CSDP works just in that area. On the other hand, the development of CSDP will be very difficult without strengthening EU cooperation with NATO, which Poland is particularly keen.




EU stabilization missions in the Balkans


The Western Balkans remains an important arena for the development of these relationships, as exemplified by the mission of KFOR in Kosovo - EU protectorate. This mission will eventually be transferred to the EU. Polish position in this field is exceptionally strong because some of the largest contingents in Kosovo (EULEX) and EUFOR in Bosnia represent 10% of all soldiers and urzędników (Stationed in Bosnia more than 200 Polish soldiers (more than 10%) - (Balcer, Krawczyk, Wóycicki, 2009, pp.12) . 


The administrative and police mission EULEX in Kosovo in the framework of the Polish contingent of international police officers, officials and lawyers constituted about 8%.). This represents a significant manifestation of Polish involvement in international missions in the Balkans, and the organizations created at the initiative of Brussels to the regional integration of South East Europe (eg the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe - present Regional Cooperation Council).


As a result, there has been a rapprochement of cooperation between the Polish, Ukraine and Lithuania in the joint battalion in Kosovo and cooperation of Polish and Scandinavian group’s, blue berets; in Bosnia. Poland should take advantage of this favorable situation, and demonstrate their commitment to this part of Europe. Unfortunately, it intends to withdraw its contingent from Bosnia. Poland should also look at the Balkans as a bridge between Central Europe and Turkey, as an area of ​„​Russian’s lawyer’s” in Europie (Traditionally, Russia has some very loyal allies in the Balkans, they are: Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria, Bosnia (Republika Srpska) and Montenegro) and transit region for oil and gas from Asia to Europe, with significant potential energetycznym (Balcer, Krawczyk, Wóycicki, 2009, pp.13).




The issue of political and energy security in the Europe


Energy security is one of the priorities of the Polish presidency. Poland must present the issue of energy security in the context of not only their own policies but also for the whole Community. There is no doubt that without the inclusion of Western Balkan countries in the emerging energy market will be very difficult to guarantee energy security for at least several Member States.


In February 2011 the energy summit of the Visegrad Group, Romania, Croatia, Bulgaria, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina adopted a declaration on the diversification of gas supplies to Central Europe through the construction gazoportów on Krk, in Swinoujscie and Constanta and the Nabucco pipeline (gas from Azerbaijan, Asia Central, Middle East). This initiative is so important that Russia plans to build the Western Balkans pipeline South Stream, Nabucco competitive. The Russian proposal is of great importance for energy security of Central Europe and Ukraine. Moreover, Russia has considerable political influence in Serbia and the impact on the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina will support support for the Republic of Srpska (one of the components of BiH). Another time in the history of Europe, the Balkans become an area of ​​political confrontation between Russia and the countries of Western Europe.


Generally, membership of the Western Balkans will mean broadening the coalition of new EU members. Poland should take advantage of the link between the Balkans, Ukraine and Moldova (the strategy for the Danube countries, Black Sea Synergy, the Organization for Cooperation of the Black Sea, Moldova’ s membership in numerous organizations, Balkan, Central European Initiative) to deepen the ties between these countries and the EU. Poland could play a key role in building and strengthening this cooperation because the Balkan European foreign policy direction remains indeterminate.



Although after 1989, Western European countries (especially Italy) have sought to create a so-called „pentagolane” - a union of states of south-central without the other Central European countries including Polish. But one conflict in Bosnia completely shattered those plans and the Polish response to the action of Italy was the initiative for the creation of the Visegrad Group of the then Czechoslovakia and Hungary and the subsequent founding of this group of Central European Free Trade Association (CEFTA)- (Balcer, Gromadzki, 2010, pp.1) 


In subsequent years, the organization joined Slovenia, Romania, Bulgaria and Croatia. Poland in 2004, left the organization, but remained an important contribution to the CEFTA Central Europe in the development of regional cooperation in the Western Balkans. In 2003-2007, its members have become to the european region (according to: Adam Balcer - director of „Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy the EU”; in demosEUROPA - Centre for European Strategy Gromadzki Gregory - an independent expert, he worked the Stefan Batory Foundation and the Center for Eastern Studies).


In addition, greater involvement of Polish in the Western Balkans can contribute to strengthen cooperation within the Visegrad Group. There is no doubt that for Hungary, Slovakia and the Czech Republic Balkan region is more important than natural reasons, Eastern Europe, but in general support for enlargement is one of several important characteristics of new members joining the EU (countries of Eastern Europe, Central Europe, Baltic countries, Bulgaria, Romania). In addition, a strong supporter of EU membership in the Western Balkans is in Sweden (co-initiator of the Eastern Partnership), which also supports the extension of the Eastern countries.


Common diplomatic front would include both the direction and the south east. In this respect, Poland could play the role of a real leader and promoter of admission to the EU: Croatia, Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro. Poland maintains positive relations with all Balkan countries and is considered a reliable partner. As an active promoter of rapid integration of these countries into the EU would gain support and recognition of the international community. The more that both the U.S. and the EU policy related to the integration of Western Balkans is extremely consistent.


Positively completed the process of European integration of the Western Balkans is of fundamental importance for the EU position in the world and its relations with the U.S. and Russia. Stabilization and integration for the region remains one of the most important challenges for the Europeans Union’s foreign policy, exemplified by the numerous projects in the form of EU peacekeeping missions, protectorates or financial assistance. These activities are still desirable and necessary, because there are still potential sources of threats to stability in the region.


Although the threat of war was finally averted, but this can not be excluded as local national conflicts (Cziomer, Zyblikiewicz, 2007 pp. 259-262, 358-363), ethnic conflict (Gniazdowski, 2008, pp.123-140), terrorist attacks (Hołyst, 2011, Bantetas, Nash, 2003, pp.17-49), increased activity of organized crime (Hołyst, Chang, 1998, pp.3ff) or a deep economic crisis (see the case of Greece - Kaplan, 2010, pp. 369-390).


Moreover, in several Balkan countries: see especially Kosovo  (Gibas - Krzak, 2010, pp. 100-266) has become a serious problem of corruption and the weakness of state institutions, and not so far, ethnic or religious animosities. An eloquent example of this was to arrest the head of the Central Bank of Kosovo, just one day after the decision of the International Court of Justice declaring the legality of unilateral declaration of independence (Winnicki, 2009, pp. 107-109).



Polish presidency in the context of accession to the EU, Western Balkans


The above described areas require active involvement and a new assertive strategy towards the Balkans. Polish Presidency should actively participate in developing and promoting new European strategy covering the Balkan countries. Possible problems in the integration of Western Balkans and undermine the credibility of the Union’s ambitions to play the role of global forces. Furthermore, it should also be noted that the Western Balkan issues affecting transatlantic relations. USA wish to Europe itself solves your (see Balkan) problems without looking at the American ally. The role of the Polish diplomacy should be to strengthen relations between the EU and the U.S. in the context of the Balkans, with emphasis on greater independence of European countries in the transatlantic area.


Poland as a country taking over the EU presidency should definitely be involved in the process of EU integration in the Balkans, the more that Polish society speaks very enthusiastically about the direction of extension.


According to the Eurobarometer studies from 2008, the level of acceptance of the Poles to accept any of the Western Balkan countries is currently the largest among the 27 member states. Although most Poles favor the adoption of Croatia (EU average is 52 percent), it is also high support for Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, or even controversial (44 percent) and Albania (48 percent).


Presented above, positive view of Polish society in the topic of EU enlargement to Western Balkans, is extremely consistent with the declarations of Polish politicians in the described area. During his last foreign visit Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski in Belgrade, the representative of the Polish government assured the chief of Serbian diplomacy Vuk Jeremic that Poland during the Presidencies of the EU will do everything possible to accelerate the inclusion of Western Balkan countries into its structures, through the Presidency of the Council for General who actually decides to extend the Community.


Polish foreign minister said that Serbia is a kindred, Slavic people, with whom Poland’s history and ties of sympathy. Therefore it is natural that Poland supports Serbian’s European aspirations, while encouraging the Serbian government to continue its internal reforms that will open the opportunity for full membership. Minister Jeremic expressed hope that during the Polish presidency of Serbia officially become a candidate country to the EU. In addition, both thanked for the fact that it was Poland is one of the „most famous ally of Serbia on its way to the Union” (Wandelberg, 2008, pp. 434) and a consistent supporter of not only Serbia but also of other Balkan countries in European integration. Noting the good Polish economic situation, he mentioned that it hopes to intensify cooperation between the two countries in economic, trade and investment.


Unfortunately, in that the level of Polish trade with the countries of the Balkan region presents an extremely weak. Virtually real investments of Polish companies on this site do not exist. According to the report of the European Stability Initiative (Bofinger, 2003, pp. 4-7) the total value of Polish trade with the seven countries of the region is less than with Latvia, and Polish investments in these countries are virtually unnoticeable. Unlike the example of Czech investment, using historical ties with the Balkan states (Austro-Hungarian heritage) continues to develop extensive commercial contacts not only with his constant Croatian partner, but also not very liked by the general public of Albania, where the Czech building contractors companies are very active (Kaczorowski, 2010, pp.4).


However, some contacts are exist,  giving hope for further development. For example, all EU countries (including Poland) endorsed to the Balkan countries (given the data on B&H) preferential exports ((Preferential Regimes and exports) and by this agreement by the end of 2013, Bosnia and Herzegovina will eliminate all duties. Currently, approximately 95% of goods imported to B&H is exempt from customs duties. Furthermore, the EU signed an agreement with the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) and an agreement on avoidance of double taxation (Agreement on avoidance of double taxation) - (Due to the limited scope of this study, the text was subjected to analysis of trade and economic situation, only some balkan countries. Świadomie abandoned discuss Croatia, which will soon be connected to the EU and therefore, this subject is now extremely exploited)




Polish economic cooperation with B&H and Serbia 


Polish economic cooperation with B&H is implemented based on: the EU Council Regulation No 2007/2000 of 18 September 2000 introducing exceptional trade measures for countries participating in the process of SAA, the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Poland and the BiH Council of Ministers of BiH legal succession in relation to contracts by Poland with the countries of former Yugoslavia, which came into force on 18 February 2008 and the European Commission’s Interim Agreement with BiH on the liberalization of trade, in force since July 1, 2008 (Ministry of Foregin Affairs of tne Republic of Poland, Informant about countries of the world economy, internet source, see the bibliography)

The exports from BiH to dominate Polish machinery and mechanical appliances, ores and metals, chemicals and plastics. In BiH imports of Polish dominate wood, cardboard and products thereof, followed by agricultural products and industrial machinery and mechanical appliances.

According to the BiH Statistical Agency, Poland in terms of trade are 15 partners of the country. In 2010, a drop of Polish foreign trade structure of BiH, and the positive balance of trade has declined from 36.48 million € to 13.92 million € (Ministry of Foregin Affairs of tne Republic of Poland, Informant about countries of the world economy, internet source, see the bibliography)

In a period of 8 months of 2010 at the forefront of Polish exports of furniture choices were - € 5.19 million, the second export of live animals - € 3.34 million, third in pulp, paper and related products -2.02 million, and the fourth tobacco and cigarettes - € 1.54 million, followed by steam turbines - 1.51 million €, wool products - 1.08 million, and diesel oil - 0.99 million € (Ministry of Foregin Affairs of tne Republic of Poland, Informant about countries of the world economy, internet source, see the bibliography)

A major change was the structure of Polish imports, which won the first position reactors, boilers and machinery - 5.63 million €. The second product imported from BiH were aluminum (€ 3.68 million), the third clothing - 3.48 million, and fourth iron ores and concentrates - 2.63 million €. , Followed by various chemical products - 2.45 million € and steam turbines - 1.64 million € (Ministry of Foregin Affairs of tne Republic of Poland, Informant about countries of the world economy, internet source, see the bibliography)

The exports from BiH to dominate Polish machinery and mechanical appliances, ores and metals, chemicals and plastics. In BiH imports of Polish dominate wood, cardboard and derivatives products as well as agricultural products and industrial machinery and mechanical appliances. Another area that reflects the economic and trade relations between BiH and the Polish investments of mutual concern.


In 2010, we have had the most successful companies in the mining industry and Combined Heat and Power - Polish Mining Machinery (UGS) from Group FAMUR, KOPEX, RAFAKO and JUG-POL from Warsaw (railroad industry). Total investments amounted to approximately 45 million € (Ministry of Foregin Affairs of tne Republic of Poland, Informant about countries of the world economy, internet source, see the bibliography).

In 2010, Polish companies have participated in major trade fairs in BiH, including industrial fairs „ZEPS”; to Zenica (06.10.2010 r.), which annually draw more than 500 companies (of which about 150 deals with the processing of metals) . Moreover, regional cooperation 05.10.2010, at the invitation of BiH Chamber of Commerce delegation to Sarajevo arrived seven Polish companies from Lower Silesia (the organizer of the Polish side was the Economic Club of Silesia): „Edex”; from Ostrow Wielkopolski - automotive industry, „;Spomasz”; of Naklo - catering equipment manufacture, „Fanina SA”; from Przemysl - manufacture of electrical equipment, „;Mysak Group”; from Poznan - the production of machinery for food and chemical industries, „KOOL”; in Wroclaw - distribution of rolling bearings, „Re-invest” in Legnica - implementing new technologies in mining and „Pol World Travel” (Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Poland, Informant about countries of the world economy, internet source, see the bibliography). - Tour.  (See more on so-called „black p.a.” image of Serbia and Republika Srpska in the world, by which it is only the government and the Serbian population has been given responsibility for the last war in the Balkans).

Another Balkan country with which Poland should definitely improve the economic and trade relations is the Republic of Serbia. Unfortunately, the year 2009 brought a sharp decline in overall volume of trade due to a general economic slowdown (especially in Serbia) and the effects of international crises.


According to the Ministry of Economy, Polish exports amounted to 148.5 million. Euro (down 32.1%) and imports 48.2 million. Euro (down 51.9% compared to 2008). In addition, there is still a high positive trade balance, which during the period amounted to 100.3 million. EUR. In 2010 there was a clear recovery in foreign trade between the Polish and Serbia. Positive development was the fact that the dynamics of Polish exports significantly outpaced import growth, resulting in a growing positive balance of trade. At the end of 2010 the exchange of goods between the Polish and Serbia amounted to 358.7 million (an increase of 87.1%), including the Polish exports: 281.6 million (an increase of 89.6%) and imports: 77.1 million euro (an increase of 59.9%) - (Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Poland, Informant about countries of the world economy, internet source, see the bibliography).

The Polish exports dominated engineering industry products, agri-food products, mineral products, wood and paper industry, light industry products, machinery and equipment and wood products. In imports, however: mechanical and electrical equipment, wood and wood products, chemical products, agri-food products, wood and paper industry and light industry products (Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Poland, Informant about countries of the world economy, internet source, see the bibliography).


However, it should be clearly stated (with the biggest regret) that the volume of trade with Serbia is still a margin of Polish international trade - exports respectively 0.15% and 0.05% of imports. To Serbia and, with the Polish trade turnover accounts for around 1.7% of the value of the  foregin exchange (Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Poland, Informant about countries of the world economy, internet source, see the bibliograph). 


In 2007 there was a significant increase in Polish investments in Serbia. According to NBS data, in 2008 their value stood at U.S. $ 10.1 million (net foreign direct investment in Serbia in total - 2.195 million. USD in 2007). Among the leading Polish investors are KOPEX Group, which won the privatization tender for 4 plants in Nišu (MIN Holding Co.. MONT AD, MIN Holding Co.. FITIP AD, MIN Holding Co.. OPREMA and MIN AD Holding Co.AD SIVI LIV) and TELE - FONIKA Kable SA, which took over the Serbian cable factory - Fabrika Kablova Zaječar. There was also Polish investments in the IT sector. Group Assecco Poland, acquired three leading Serbian companies in the sector. Polish investments in Serbia for 11 months of 2009 amounted to approximately 2.5 million USD (Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Poland, Informant about countries of the world economy, internet source, see the bibliograph).


Cooperation between Serbian and Polish governments gradually widening. According to the Embassy, ​​contacts were established within the EU program EXCHANGE programme (EXCHANGE Programme, internet source, see bibliograph) was financed by the European Union within the CARDS 2004 (total value of the program - 5.3 million EUR.). Implementation of the program was launched in January 2005 and scheduled its completion expected in December 2007. The value of funds allocated to the Polish-Serbian government projects under the program amounted to 343,810 thousand. EUR (Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Poland, Informant about countries of the world economy, internet source, see the bibliograph).


The above considerations clearly show significant gaps in the Polish-Balkan economic relations. Poland should verify this situation by initiating a series of activities related to the economic revival of these contacts. First, however, should ensure a positive political climate and wizerunkowy some Balkan countries (especially in Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina - Republika Srpska) because these countries are also prospective EU Polish allies in the future. If the Polish site right now will take care of these relationships, it will procentowało in the future when they become full EU members. Despite the fact that they stood to the beneficiaries of EU funds, are so small that they should not provide serious competition for Polish. Note that this will be as many as seven states, more than a quarter of today’s number of countries within the EU. Even in the context of the Treaty of Lisbona , the voice of each of them is important - regardless of population. Activity in the Balkans must therefore be regarded as long-term investment.



 


Conclusions

Generally, the Polish government side, especially during exercise leadership in the European Council, should explicitly support the Balkan countries aspiring to full European integration, becoming a real bridge between East and West, between the EU and Russia and between countries of the post-Soviet reality. Positive climate for EU enlargement towards the Balkans and support to the Polish government in this area, the Polish foreign policy creates an opportunity to achieve real political success, both in national and international context.


Nevertheless, the Polish presidency provides an excellent opportunity to improve things. Hope also raises the existence of the Polish expert bodies dealing with issues of Balkan. These include primarily Centre for Eastern Studies, which deals with the analysis of the political, economic and social developments in the Polish neighborhood, the area of ​​Central Europe, Eastern Europe and the Balkan Peninsula. In particular, he is actively involved in discussion about the European Union’s eastern policy, the challenges of energy security and political transition processes and socio-economic Polish partners in the east.


Its task is to stimulate debate, both expert and information support and analytical Polish decision-makers. According to these experts, larger and long-term commitment in the Balkans have shown that Poland’s foreign policy is not just focused on Eastern Europe but also wants to engage in the Balkans.
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